
The following slide deck titled, Bill 33 & the Provincial Campaign for Policing-Free Schools Ontario was used for a political 
education teach-in and knowledge mobilizer for Peel Elementary Teachers’ Local—Steward Trainings that took place

on Thursday, October 23rd and Friday, October 24th, 2025.

When moving through the following slide deck, please be mindful that these slides were intentionally designed to 
supplement and enhance the speaking/presentation component, not replace it. Much context, nuances, complexities etc. 

can be lost when solely relying on the slide deck. This teach-in shows  a particular snapshot of time and space both 
historical and contemporary in relation to police and policing in schools and the proposed Provincial Bill 33. It is a snapshot, 

as the present state of police and policing-in-schools continues to shift and will continue to do so after the teach-in.

For further information. Connect with us: connect@policingfreeschools.ca 
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DEEP BREATHS



● Our Backpacks—Socialization Process

● Core Belief System

● Part of One’s Identity

● Applied Educational Neuroscience Framework

Why Deep Breathing Before Starting The Session? 



THIS IS A
SYSTEMIC ISSUE



Policing-Free Schools
Grounded in:

.

“The problem is not over-policing, it is 
policing itself”

- Alex S. Vitale



About
Policing-Free Schools

● Policing-Free Schools (Canada) is a 
community-based organization that is dedicated to 
catalyzing systemic changes and a paradigm shift for 
the co-creation of transformative, healthy, equitable, 
life-affirming, liberatory, healing-centred and 
policing-free educational spaces

● Offer support to community organizers, educators, 
school boards, and post-secondary institutions in 
ending the practice of police and policing in school, 
college and university campus programs as an initial 
and necessary step along the continuum towards the 
end of all policing and carceral infrastructures, 
practices, policies, logics and culture, and the 
co-creation of educational spaces where all can learn 
and thrive

● Push for policy and legislative changes

● Political education, capacity building
& consulting



About
Policing-Free Schools

● Convener and organizational lead for the National 
Campaign for a Policing-Free Schools Canada as well 
as the Provincial Campaign for a Policing-Free Schools 
Ontario

● Currently working alongside #PolicingFreeSchoolsCA 
partners for the expansion of regional area campaigns 
across the country

● Work on these systemic issues alongside and in 
solidarity with our national partners across Canada and 
international partners in the United States, the United 
Kingdom and South Africa

● We make part of the growing global movement 
organizing for police and policing-free school futures.

https://www.policingfreeschools.ca/national-campaign
https://www.policingfreeschools.ca/national-campaign
https://www.policingfreeschools.ca/regional-campaigns
https://www.policingfreeschools.ca/regional-campaigns
https://www.policingfreeschools.ca/partners
https://www.policingfreeschools.ca/partners
https://www.policingfreeschools.ca/partners
https://www.policingfreeschools.ca/partners


Policing-in-Schools
Harms ALL Students & Staff



Students’ learning conditions
ARE workers’ working conditions



Waste of Taxpayer Dollars: Billions

● Green Belt

● Theme Spa

● Ontario Place

● Skills Development (Slush) Fund

● Legal Costs for Lawsuit Losses

● and more!



Waste of Taxpayer Dollars: Millions
Policing-in-Schools



Province Funding Policing-in-Schools

Organization and program name Program description Funding amount ($) over three years

Source: https://www.ontario.ca/page/current-community-safety-project-grant-recipients#section-2
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All Levels of 
Government:

Lack of Political Will



Minister of Education Paul Calandra
on Education Funding

Link: www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ljwd5D4oArQ

“The funding model has 
been the same for many 

many years, it’s a 
per-student funding 

model…If it’s not enough, 
we’ll get more”

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ljwd5D4oArQ&t=169


Not A Single-Issue Struggle
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“There is no such thing as a single-issue struggle 
because we do not live single-issue lives”

- Audre Lorde



Addressing Root Causes,
Social and Structural Determinants of Health and Equity

Prioritizing and Investing Sustainably in:
● Guaranteed Liveable Basic Income and robust social safety nets
● Housing for All
● Food Security
● Thriving Wages
● Paid Sick Days and Mental Health Days
● Comprehensive Head-to-Toe Healthcare including, Pharmacare, Dental 

Care, Mental Health Care, Gender Affirming Care and Holistic 
Alternative Approaches 

● Properly Funded and Resourced Public Schools
● Free Post-Secondary
● Affordable Childcare
● Robust and Sustainable Community Programs and Services including 

Social and Recreational Programs and Spaces
● Pre-School, In-School and After-School Programs
● Robust Libraries 
● Community-Based Support Systems
● Creation of New Revenue Streams - Tax the Rich and Corporations
● Systems of Community Care (non-carceral)

What Else Would You Add?
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Policing-Free Schools
Grounded in:

.
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“Let’s take money from death and put it 
toward life”

 - Mariame Kaba and Andrea J Ritchie



Collective Campaign Definition

At Policing-Free Schools we align with U.S based National 
Campaign Partners, Advancement Project and Alliance for 
Educational Justice collective campaign definition of 
Police-Free Schools and we extend its definition to 
Policing-Free Schools:

“Dismantling school policing infrastructure, culture, 
and practice; ending school militarization and 
surveillance; and building a new liberatory education 
system.”

and a long-term goal that is deep in critical resistance that is grounded in abolition”



THIS IS NOT A NEW ISSUE



Removal of
Police-in-School 

Programs:
Ontario

DATE OF 
DECISION

EDUCATIONAL SPACE AREA IN
ONTARIO

POLICE(ING)-IN-SCHOOL 
PROGRAM 

WHO MADE
THE DECISION?

2017 - November 22nd Toronto District School Board Toronto School Resource Officer School Trustees

2020 - June 22nd Hamilton Wentworth District School Board Hamilton Police Liaison Officer School Trustees

2020 - November 18th Peel District School Board Peel Region School Resource Officer Police

2021 - April 27th Upper Grand District School Board City of 
Guelph, 

Wellington 
County, and 

Dufferin 
County

School Resource Officer School Trustees

2021 - June 21st Waterloo Region District School Board Waterloo 
Region

School Resource Officer School Trustees

2021 - June 24th Ottawa Carleton District School Board Ottawa School Resource Officer School Trustees

2022 - April Simcoe County District School Board Simcoe 
County

School Resource Officer School Board

2022 - April Simcoe Muskoka Catholic District School Board Simcoe 
County

School Resource Officer School Board

2024 - January Thames Valley District School Board London, St. 
Thomas, and 
Woodstock, 

as well as the 
counties of 

Elgin, 
Middlesex, 
and Oxford

School Resource Officer School Trustees

2024 - March Kincardine School Boards Kincardine School Resource Officer City Councillors

& more!



Advancing Police-Free Schools
Through Electoral Politics

Why Do We Still Have
Police-in-School Programs Across the Province?

● In 2017, called on the Liberal 
Government, the Minister of Education, 
Mitzie Hunter to remove police from all 
Ontario Schools Lack of political will

● Liberal Government lacked the political 
will, Minister of Education painted the 
issue as a local one



Police(ing)-in-School Programs



Let’s Talk About 
Police-in-School Program Reviews
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Who Funds Police(ing)-in-Schools in Ontario?

Local Municipal Police

School Boards

Post-Secondary Institutions

Municipal Government 

Provincial Government



Advancing Police-Free Schools
Through Electoral Politics

Under Provincial Jurisdiction 

● This is a Provincial Issue!



ESSENTIAL TO MOVE BEYOND THE CALL FOR ONLY 
POLICE-FREE SCHOOLS &

MOVE TOWARDS
POLICING-FREE SCHOOLS!



“What I call the #PoliceFreeSchoolsComplex, is based in 
the reality and recurring pattern that many educational 
spaces attempt to legitimize themselves for solely 
enacting the (initial) removal of their original 
police-in-school program meanwhile leaving root issues 
intact and as a result perpetuating harm. ”

 - Andrea Vásquez Jiménez 

Police-Free Schools Complex 



● Solely equate this call with the act of removing police(ing)-in-school programs

● Educational spaces are not doing the ongoing critical work that communities have been 
demanding

● Educational spaces that have never had a police(ing)-in-school program and claim that 
they are “Police-Free Schools”

● The removal of police(ing)-in-school programs across all educational levels including 
post-secondary institutions has always been a first and necessary step on a larger journey 
of liberatory education

Cooptation of the original call for Police-Free Schools



This is Why We Say Policing-Free Schools!

● A tactic to combat co-optation

● A rallying call and affirmation

● Directly recognizes and orients us towards action around 
the reality that policing and carcerality operate in a 
myriad of ways in educational spaces

● Expansion of police(ing)-in-schools, moves beyond 
solely a police-in-school program, it extends to anything 
that would otherwise expand police presence, policing 
and carceral measures in educational spaces



Departing from the Pipeline Metaphor 
To the School-Prison Nexus

• The nexus explicitly recognizes the interconnected 
system of power that exists through a “network of 
institutions, policies, practices, and 
ideologies” (Conner & Rosen, 2016, p. 94) that in 
which “operate in collusion to exclude, control, 
disenfranchise, and oppress” (Nuñez-Eddy, p. 
119).

• Theorizes schools and the criminal punishment 
system as fundamentally and symbiotically 
linked - the nexus names the connection between 
schools and other systems that treat Black and 
Brown people as disposable

• School-Prison Nexus - deep relationship 
between schools and prisons in infrastructure, 
policies and practices that is grounded in the 
entrenchment of White Supremacy and 
carceral-cultural control in educational spaces 
(Rodríguez 2010; Stovall 2018)

• Erica Meiners, one of the earliest scholars to propose the use 
of the nexus metaphor, describes that, “linkages between 
schools and jails are less a pipeline, more a persistent 
nexus or a web of intertwined, punitive threads” (Meiners, 
2007, p. 31).

• “The tentacles in policies, practices, and informal 
knowledges that support, naturalize and extend 
relationships between incarceration and schools” 
(Meiners, 2007, p. 4)

• Linkages of education and criminal punishment systems as a 
nexus more accurately encompasses the “historic, 
systematic, and multifaceted nature” of these linkages 
(Meiners, 2007, p. 32). 



What Are We (Not) Recognizing as 
Policing and Carcerality in Educational Spaces?

Tip of the iceberg:

● Police Presence in Educational Spaces
● Police(ing)-in-School Programs
● What else????

What Aren’t We Recognizing?

● What other ways does policing and carcerality 
show up in your/our educational spaces?

● What ways are we (you are) perpetuating 
policing and carceral measures?
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These are only some of the multiple ways 
policing and carcerality show up as, in 
educational spaces…what else would you add?

 Culture & 
Logics

Infrastructures

Practices 

    and/or 

Power/Control Over | Superior | Compliance, Fear and Control-based | “Behavioural” 
Punishment/Punitive-based | Disposability / Dehumanization | Surveillance | Criminalization | 
Adultism | Adultification | Whitesupremacist | Anti-Black | Anti-Indigenous | Ableist | Colonial / 
Eurocentric | Sacrificable | Hierarchical | Authoritarian | Carceral Care | Coerced Care | 
Medicalization | Psychiatrization | Safe(ty) equals Police(ing) | Reformist Reforms “Solves 
Issues” | Exclusion

White supremacist / Colonial / Eurocentric Education System and Curriculum  | 
Police-in-School programs | Policing-in-School programs | Surveillance Equipment | 
Software / Technological Surveillance | Algorithmic Databases

Continuum of Exclusionary Practices | Punitive Disciplinary Practices i.e: 
Suspensions, Expulsions, Detentions, Restraint, Seclusion, Isolation, Time-outs | 
Zero-Tolerance Policies | Limitations Imposed on & Challenges to Bodily Autonomy 
| Discriminatory Dress Surveillance / Codes | Hair Discrimination Surveillance / 
Codes | Posture & Voice-tone policing | Silencing  | Shaming  | Shutting Down | 
Streaming | Standardized Testing | Rigid and Hierarchical Classroom set-up | No 
‘Back-Talk’ |  Due Dates | Grading | Corporal Punishment | Police presence |

What Are We (Not) Recognizing as 
Policing and Carcerality in Educational Spaces?

Policies | Push-Out | Neglect | Referrals to Alternative Education | Mandatory 
Reporting | Carceral Care Work | Silent Treatment | Threatening | Exclusion 
| Manipulation | Containment | Administrators Calling Police | Software & 
Technological Surveillance | Colour-evasiveness | Police replacing jobs of 
educators | Biometric Surveillance | AI controlled surveillance | Self-policing 



● Increase of police(ing)-in-schools through other means:

○ Any form of expansion, increase and/or entrenchment of police 
at schools or school-related activities

● Reformist Reforms to Original Police-in-School Programs such as:

○ Creation of a “new” program

○ Creation of a School-Police Department

○ Creation of a Police-led or collaborative school

○ Renaming / rebranding / revising / reimagining / updating

○ Changes to its composition:
■ less number of police
■ increase in diversifying of police
■ more specific roles and responsibilities
■ additional trainings

 

No To Replication of Harm: Reformist Reforms



No To Replication of Harm: Reformist Reforms

● Increase of policing and carcerality through other means:

○ Any form of expansion, increase and/or entrenchment of 
policing and carceral measures at schools
■ Example: Software / Technological surveillance

● Carceral Care Alternatives

○ Automation of eurocentric social workers, psychologists, 
counsellors 

 



No To Replication of Harm: Reformist Reforms

● Change police-in-school program to a policing-in-school program by 
changing over to:

○ Special Constables
○ Peace Officers
○ Private Security

 



Tiered & Layered Policing

“It is expanded policing, reaching throughout 
community spaces and everyday practices...”

-Spring Mag

“...a model in which social services are 
framed as policing functions (or policing 
'partnerships')”

-Spring Mag

https://springmag.ca/layered-policing-expands-police-amid-calls-to-defund#:~:text=%E2%80%98Layered%20policing%E2%80%99%20expands%20police%20amid%20calls%20to%20defund,cities%20across%20the%20country%20have%20instituted%20%E2%80%9Clayered%20policing.%E2%80%9D
https://springmag.ca/layered-policing-expands-police-amid-calls-to-defund#:~:text=%E2%80%98Layered%20policing%E2%80%99%20expands%20police%20amid%20calls%20to%20defund,cities%20across%20the%20country%20have%20instituted%20%E2%80%9Clayered%20policing.%E2%80%9D
https://criticalresistance.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/CR_NoCops_reform_vs_abolition_chart_revised.pdf
https://springmag.ca/layered-policing-expands-police-amid-calls-to-defund#:~:text=%E2%80%98Layered%20policing%E2%80%99%20expands%20police%20amid%20calls%20to%20defund,cities%20across%20the%20country%20have%20instituted%20%E2%80%9Clayered%20policing.%E2%80%9D
https://springmag.ca/layered-policing-expands-police-amid-calls-to-defund#:~:text=%E2%80%98Layered%20policing%E2%80%99%20expands%20police%20amid%20calls%20to%20defund,cities%20across%20the%20country%20have%20instituted%20%E2%80%9Clayered%20policing.%E2%80%9D
https://springmag.ca/layered-policing-expands-police-amid-calls-to-defund#:~:text=%E2%80%98Layered%20policing%E2%80%99%20expands%20police%20amid%20calls%20to%20defund,cities%20across%20the%20country%20have%20instituted%20%E2%80%9Clayered%20policing.%E2%80%9D
https://criticalresistance.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/CR_NoCops_reform_vs_abolition_chart_revised.pdf


Police Taking
People’s Jobs



Reformist Reforms
vs. Non-Reformist Reforms

“...reformist reforms which continue or 
expand the reach of policing...”

-Critical Resistance

Does it...

● reduce funding to police?
● reduce the scale of policing?
● reduce tools / tactics / technology police have 

at their disposal?
● challenge the notion that police increase 

safety?

-Critical Resistance

https://criticalresistance.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/CR_NoCops_reform_vs_abolition_chart_revised.pdf
https://criticalresistance.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/CR_NoCops_reform_vs_abolition_chart_revised.pdf


● One-by-one local-campaign wins for all schooling spaces is not 
sustainable

● Preventative measure to a provincial mandate of 
police(ng)-in-schools and provincializing police as teachers

● Incremental wins at the Provincial level, towards larger goal

Provincial Campaign for a
Policing-Free Schools Ontario 



Provincial Campaign: Priorities

● Resistance

● Political Education

● Capacity Building

● Support and Care
 

● Mitigating and Reducing Harm

● Respite Spaces away from police(ing)



ONDP MPP Jill Andrew Tabled Petitions:
Policing-Free Schools



● Ontario-based MPP Jess Dixon tabled a 
Motion 145 on December 3rd, 2024 
calling on the Ministry of Education to 
encourage and support 
police-in-schools.

● ONDP MPP Pasma & MPP Andrew spoke 
out in opposition

● Motion 145, is a Motion–not a Bill
○ This is a Private Members’ Motion. A 

Motion is a proposal an MPP makes 
that requires a decision from the 
House. This is not a Bill, so it does not 
require legislative changes

Motion 145Motion 145



● Recorded vote on motion occurred 
on December 4th, 2024.

● Motion passed due to PC (Majority 
Government) voting in favour. Vote 
carried.

Motion 145



  

○ Opposed the motion:
■ Ontario New Democratic Party
■ Ontario Green Party
■ Independent Sarah Jama

○ Divided on a vote:
■ Ontario Liberal Party

○ Voted in favour:
■ Ontario ‘Progressive’ Conservatives 

Party

Recorded Vote on Motion 145



Bill 33:
‘Supporting Children

and Students Act, 2025’



Bill 33 - ‘Supporting Children and Students Act, 2025’
Amendments to Education Act

Link: https://www.ola.org/sites/default/files/node-files/bill/document/pdf/2025/2025-05/b033_e.pdf



Bill 33 Already in Action
Direct Correlation:

Take Over of Schools Boards & Policing-in-Schools

● All  school boards that have been taken over, are school 
boards where their original and initial police-in-school programs 
including the SRO program in one way or another were removed 
/ halted.

● Bill 33’s mandate of policing-in-schools is already being 
exercised prior to it even becoming legislation including at 
Boards where they have been taken over by the Ministry.



Provincial Campaign: 
Press Conference | July

Photo Credit to CFS-ON

Photo Credit to OFL



Provincial Campaign: 
Back-to-School Rally & Teach-In | August

Photo Credit to MPP Wong Tam’s Office

Photo Credit to MPP Wong Tam’s OfficePhoto Credit to MPP Wong Tam’s Office

Photo Credit to MPP Wong Tam’s Office



International Solidarity: No to Bill 33



Provincial Campaign: 
First Day of School Press Conference



Provincial Campaign Tour



Provincial Campaign Tour:
Ottawa 



Provincial Campaign Tour:
Peel Region 



Provincial Campaign Tour:
Halton Region



Provincial Campaign Tour: 
Wellington-Dufferin-Guelph



Provincial Campaign Tour:
Greater Sudbury Area



Provincial Campaign Tour:
Simcoe County



Provincial Campaign Tour:
Hamilton



Provincial Campaign Tour:
Waterloo Region



Provincial Campaign Tour:
York Region



Provincial Campaign Tour:
Elgin-Middlesex-Oxford-London



PROVINCIAL CAMPAIGN TOUR FINALE:
PROVINCEWIDE RALLY
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PROVINCIAL CAMPAIGN TOUR FINALE:
PROVINCEWIDE RALLY



www.PolicingFreeSchools.ca



   Contact us:
 Email: connect@policingfreeschools.ca

 Website:
 www.PolicingFreeSchools.ca

_________________________________________________________________

X: @PolicingFreeSch | 

Instagram/Facebook: @PolicingFreeSchools |

LinkedIn: Policing-Free Schools | 

Youtube: Policing-Free Schools |

Follow Us:

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________


